NCOA NEWS:

Secretary General NCOA Dr. K. Ashok Rao meets Secretary DPE Shri.R.C.Panda who informs him that the constitution of the Wage Revision Board for Executives / Officers in Central Govt. PSUs is awaiting clearance from the PM's Office. The merger of 50% DA in IDA basic is likely to be referred to the Wage Revision Board as part of the terms of reference of the wage committee. The Secretary DPE also assured that the NCOA would be consulted during Oct 2006 on the issues raised by it. 

2nd Congress of NCOA at Goa.

In the sprawling complex and serene ambience of Birla Institute of Technology and Sciences, Pilani, Goa campus, a colourful and well attended 2nd Congress of NCOA was inaugurated by his excellency, the Governor of Goa, Sh. S.C.Jamir, at 1000 hrs of 27th Sept.,06. The congress was attended by all the CHQ office bearers, Circle Secretaries and CWC members of SNEA(I) who attended CWC of their Association. Comrades from MTNL EA Delhi and Mumbai were also present. Besides, number of experts from various fields and representatives of trade unions from other Countries also participated in the Congress. Representatives of various CPSUs in India were present in good numbers.

Com W. Seshagiri Rao welcomed the guests. This was followed by address by Dr T.C.Goyal, Director, BITS, Pilani, Goa Campus. The key note address of Professor Prabhat Patnaik, Prof. JNU and Vice- Chairman Kerala planning Board, was read by Mr Yatin Hedgedesai, Manager Goa Ship yard. Cmde R.B.Prabhavalkar, CMD/Goa shipyard was also present on the dais. His Excellency, Shri.S.C.Jamir, the Governor of Goa, in his inspiring, confident and broken speech to the Congress underlined the great significance and role of PSUs in strengthening the economy of the Country by way of building vital infrastructure needed for growth and development. He described the PSUs as the temples of India on which vital infrastructure of modern India is being built.  He also traced the historical facts about the setting up of the PSUs in India, vital to the Nation Building exercise. The chief guest was quite emphatic in reiterating the critical importance of PSUs in the days to come in strengthening of Indian economy. The inaugural session concluded with vote of thanks by Com. Brajesh Upadhyay, Convenor of the reception committee.

The session on globilization, Privatization and Autonomy for the public Sector was addressed by Asbjorn Wahl, national coordinator of the Campaign for welfare state, Norway, Shri. S.P.Shukla, former Member Planning Commission and Representative of India at WTO –Uruguay Rounds, professor Nagraj, professor business management from Indira Gandhi International University, Christopher Ng, Regional Secy UNI Asia and pacific region, and K.Ashok Rao, SG/NCOA.   

The session on organizing professional workers was addressed by Sh Niranjan Singh, Director(HRD)/BSNL, who highlighted the important contribution of PSUs and also the role of BSNL in developing telecom infrastructure, vital component of economic and social change, in the Country. Com. Pradip Bhattacharya, from Kolkatta ship yard, also addressed this session.

On the morning of 28th sept.,06, the session on organizing professional workers and addressing their issues was addressed by Dr M.K.pandhe, president CITU and Sh. E.A.S.Sarma, ex Secretary power/department of expenditure. Mr Sarma gave detailed account of fraud that “Enron” was and how the fraud was exposed. He also clearly brought out the decisive role played by PSUs in bringing about radical economic and social transformation in the Country. Mr Sarma was extremely critical of the constant interference by the Government in the affairs of PSUs and flayed the Government for denying autonomy to PSUs and tying down their hands completely. GS/SNEA(I) also briefly spoke about the attack on BSNL by the policies of the Government and the Regulator which are aimed at jeopardizing its growth and the concessions being offered to private telecom operators at the expense of BSNL. 

Rowil O Aguillion, Representative from Leandro Alejandro institute for critical studies, Philippines, spoke about the debt trap laid by the developed Countries on the underdeveloped Countries and the implications of debt trap on the development of these Countries. The Proceedings of the 2nd Congress were summed up by the SG/NCOA, Com k. Ashok Rao who alslo gave vote of thanks..  
In the afternoon of 28th Sept.,06, national general council of NCOA met and discussed issues relating to constitution of wage committee for CPSUs, merger of 50% IDA with basic, tax on fringe benefits, need of providing a formal mechanism to officers in CPSUs to negotiate their issues with the Management etc. After conclusion of NGC meeting of NCOA, Com W. Seshagiri Rao, president NCOA, adjourned house sine-die amid slogans NCOA zindabad, workers unity zindabad, Inqualab zinabad, unity of officer’s of CPSUs zindabad.    

